
PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS

175 OAK GROVE ROAD, PINE GROVE, PA  17963

APRIL 8, 2009 MEETING MINUTES 
≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

CALL TO ORDER - Chairman Larry Zimmerman called the April 8, 2009 meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 PM.  Attending were Vice Chairwoman Diane Tobin, Supervisors Allen Aungst, Judith Lehman and Jerry Wise.  Zoning Officer Clinton Koontz was absent. Also present: Solicitor Gino DiNicola, Sect. / Treas. Kathy Ferguson, Roadmaster Ralph Geist, Bernie Kulkaski, Donald Wenrich, Bonnie Brown, Bob Petzko, Joan Schwer and others; list on file.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS – Bernie Kulkaski said he would like to comment on the minutes and Roberts Road. 
MINUTES / FINANCIAL ITEMS

· March 11, 2009 Meeting Minutes – Kulkaski said recordings of the meeting are public records and must be given out before the meeting, he suggested the Board add something to the fee schedule for it.  DiNicola said he would check the law on this issue.  Zimmerman moved to eliminate the recorder as of this meeting, motion died for lack of a second.  Tobin moved to approve the minutes.   Aungst said at the last meeting he said the Recreation grant is 50% matching; to clarify he said DCNR will provide $40,000 and we provide $20,000.  Aungst seconded Tobin’s motion to approve the minutes, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0. 

· Treasurer’s Report – The March General Fund beginning balance was $311,953.60, March receipts were $67,684.40 and March expenses were $76,796.53.  The General Fund March ending balance was $302,841.47 and the Combined Funds ending balance was $3,432,183.47.  Aungst moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Wise seconded the motion, all were in favor; motion carried 5 to 0. 
· 2008 Audit Report - Copies of the 2008 independent audit completed by Faren Garcia & Garman, PC, were received by the Board for review.  Aungst asked about the unfunded pension plan amount.  Ferguson said the plan is administered by PMRS and they could answer his questions.
· Approval of Bills – Tobin moved to approve paying the bills totaling $21,523.17.  Aungst seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0.  
PERSONS TO BE HEARD – None
REPORTS 
Roadmaster – Ferguson read a letter of appreciation from resident Stephen Schwartz for the work Roadmaster Ralph Geist and the road crew are doing on the roads.
· Mower Prices - Geist said the price for installing the joystick is $9,000 and a new mower with a larger deck is about $32,500.  Tobin asked if that is the state contract price and Geist said yes.  Zimmerman asked if he checked on prices for the cables.  Geist said no and it is the boom that is worn out.  Geist suggested it could be tabled until 2010 when there are new supervisors.  Discussion followed on the mower, Zimmerman said the cables are worn out and new cables could be gotten for $200, the mower is not worn out and he doesn’t want to spend $9,000 to fix it.  Zimmerman suggested one could be rented with an operator at $73 per hour.  Zimmerman said he got prices for Pat Aungst to take it apart to see what it takes to fix it. Aungst said it can’t be used the way it is and the cables definitely need to be replaced.  Aungst moved to replace all the cables and bearings where needed and get it welded, motion died for lack of second. Lehman asked if that could go over the $2,500 that was discussed and Aungst said he doesn’t imagine that it would.  More discussion on the mower followed.  Aungst moved to get the mower repaired with costs not to exceed $2,500; motion died for lack of second.  Aungst moved to get a price from Pat Aungst to get the mower fixed, Zimmerman seconded the motion.  Aungst, Zimmerman, Wise and Lehman were in favor of the motion and Tobin opposed the motion, motion carried 4 to 1.        
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Roadmaster, cont.
· Pine Hill and Waterfall Roads, 2008 Paving – Zimmerman asked Geist if Reading Site Contractors had called him back about the roads, Geist said no.  Discussion followed on the cracking problem because of too much tack coat on the roads paved last year.  Geist said Kevin Rittenbaugh looked at it and Joe Kretulskie (PennDOT) looked at it, but it was never put in writing.  Zimmerman moved to send a letter to Reading Site Contractors requesting core samples be done, Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0.      

· 2009 Paving Project Bid Opening – Zimmerman opened the four bids received as follows for the paving project. Eastern Industries ($236,879.40), EJB Paving ($243,879.40), Pennsy Supply ($233,270.32), and Reading Site Contractors ($248,064.17).  Zimmerman moved to award to Pennsy Supply as lowest bidder contingent upon review of the contract by our PennDOT rep.  Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0. 
Zoning Officer – Zoning Officer was not present.  Zimmerman said there was one approved permit in March; if anyone has anything for Clint, he’ll pass it on.  

Committee Reports – Aungst (Finance Committee) gave the Board information on interest rates and recommended moving money out of PLGIT Class and put it in PLGIT six month CD’s.  Aungst moved to approve purchasing $400,000 in six month CD’s with PLGIT at 1.52%.  Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0.  

Engineers Report / Planning Commission Report 
· Deerfield Lot 2 & 3 Sketch Plan of Record – Zimmerman moved to approve the plan, Wise seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0.  
· Geraldine Freeman / Cocca Development Final Annexation – Tobin moved to approve the plan, Aungst seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0. 
· Flood Elevation Certificates – Zimmerman said the surveys are scheduled to begin in the next two weeks and said he had called Benesch regarding the Matt Brandt property.  Zimmerman said we received paperwork from an engineer saying he is taking care of the Brandt property.  
· Zoning Ordinances – Zimmerman said there will be a meeting on the revisions on April 23rd at 7 PM; they will have a draft of the ordinance to review.
· Roberts Road – Zimmerman said there is an issue with DEP.  Aungst said he talked with Brian McClosky several times since the last meeting; he has it on his desk and said he would be working on it this week.  Aungst said he has let Benesch know.  The Board will discuss it at the April 23rd meeting if needed.  Bernie Kulkaski asked about the easements, Zimmerman said they still need the Moen agreement and Frank Zukas is working on that.
Landfill Inspector – Lehman said the bulk cleanup days are set for May 16th and September 12th in the parking lot in Ravine along Rt. 125.  Zimmerman moved to approve the dates and location, Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0.    
Recreation Board – Ferguson said an application was received for the vacant position on the board.  The Board reviewed the application from Kenneth Boyer.  Tobin moved to appoint Kenneth Boyer to fill the term ending January 2014. Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor; motion carried 5 to 0.  
Aungst presented the specifications for the bathroom facilities to the Board for the 20’ by 20’ building with a brick exterior and a metal roof; the plans will be in the Supervisor’s office for them to review.  Zimmerman asked about the placement of the building, Aungst said it will face the Recreation Area, not the road.  Lehman expressed concerns about the maintenance of the facility.  Aungst said they are trying to make it as maintenance free as possible and Zimmerman noted the interior should be able to be sprayed down with a hose.
· 2010 Grant Application – Bob Petzko explained it is a $40,000 grant like the 2009 grant.  Petzko said this grant was done on-line and the elements they are requesting include handicap signs for the parking lot, landscaping, eight benches, trash receptacles and a 30’ by 90’ pavilion.  Petzko said the estimated cost is $49,300 and the application needs to be submitted by April 22nd.  Zimmerman moved to approve the Recreation Board grant application to DCNR (Resolution # 2009 - 03).  Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0.  
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Recreation Board, cont.
· 2009 Grant - Aungst said he has the DCNR paperwork for the grant that was awarded and he has to have the payment request form back in two weeks, he also needs a certification of title signed by the solicitor and other forms that need to be signed.  Aungst said they recommended not doing the walking area around the future tennis court and volleyball court at this time.  Zimmerman said the project has been approved and he can proceed with it. 
OLD BUSINESS 

· Pine Hill Escrow Account – DiNicola said Nestle will allow the Township to retain $10,000 to use for visible public recreation projects and said the Township should choose a project and communicate that to Nestle.  DiNicola said the Township should send a note with the remittance of the balance of the money to Nestle.  Aungst said the parking lot and water to the bathrooms might be a good fit for the funds, he can do the note with options and a map.  Zimmerman moved to remit the balance of the Nestle escrow account less $10,000 to the Nestle Water Company.  Wise seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0.  
· Clubhouse Road – DiNicola said Washington Township wanted to go out with the PennDOT rep to make sure the road is up to specifications and they will likely pass a motion approving the agreement.  DiNicola said we also need a surveyor copy from Benesch of the actual engineers drawing to attach to the agreements.
· Township Building Air Quality – Lehman said a company came in to test the air, the test results showed the highest indicators of mold spores are in the basement.  Lehman said a piece of paneling was removed for four companies to give estimates for remediation.  Discussion followed on the issue of mold in the building, the air quality and solutions.   Greg Whitters of Thompson’s Waterproofing said he inspected the basement and found a serious mold problem due to past flooding.  Whitters said it is obvious the paneling is deteriorating and it needs to be corrected properly.  Whitters said three rooms downstairs need to be gutted, the paneling, drywall and carpet removed and the area needs to be treated to kill the mold. Whitters also recommended a water management system and a commercial dehumidifier.   Zimmerman said the water problem was taken care of; the outside drain was blocked and it hasn’t flooded since that has been corrected.  Zimmerman said he agrees if it gets wet again it will come back but does not feel we have a mold problem now.  Lehman said there is a mold problem downstairs right now and asked him to look at the walls in the basement.  Aungst and Zimmerman agreed with the need for a commercial dehumidifier and taking out the carpeting.  Lehman said all four companies agree and there is a mold problem.  Zimmerman said right now the mold is not active.  Lehman said it is active and Wise said according to the report it is not active.
· Executive Session – At 8:53 PM the Board of Supervisors and Solicitor DiNicola went into executive session on personnel matters.  The meeting resumed at 9:23 PM, DiNicola said there was no decision made as a result of the executive session.
· Township Building Air Quality, cont. – Zimmerman asked Whitters how much they would rip out downstairs and he said whatever is necessary to alleviate the mold issue.  Whitters said the cost of $3,250 covers gutting with the studs exposed.  Aungst suggested getting quotes from the companies on taking the outside walls out to the ceiling and the interior walls to the chair rail height.  Zimmerman said Lehman should contact the other companies for similar quotes to be considered at the meeting on April 23rd.  The commercial dehumidifier was discussed and Tobin moved to purchase the commercial dehumidifier from Thompson’s Waterproofing.  Aungst seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0.   
· PSATS Retirement Plan – Ferguson said of the five full time employees who were asked if they are interested in participating in the plan, four responded; one was interested and three were not interested.  The Board dismissed this item from the agenda.
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NEW BUSINESS
· Office Assistant 90 Day Review – Ferguson said Becky Ibarra has finished her probation period in the office and her work is excellent.  Ferguson recommended the Board consider a raise according to her experience and abilities.  Aungst moved to increase Ibarra’s wage to $11 per hour, Zimmerman seconded the motion.  Discussion followed and Aungst amended his motion to $10.95 per hour.  Zimmerman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0.    
· Fee Schedule – DiNicola said the Zoning Hearing Board fees are not in line with the actual costs of the process.  The Board asked Ferguson to get data on the fees for the next meeting. 
CORRESPONDENCE

· Schuylkill County Watershed Planning Meeting – Tobin will check her schedule and either she or Aungst will attend.
· PennDOT Verification of Road Mileage – Zimmerman said the Roadmaster should complete the paperwork; adding the mileage for the new Clubhouse Road, deleting Miller Drive and checking the measurements listed for Laurel Drive.
· Pine Grove Landfill Fire Company Annual Payments – DiNicola said the Landfill says per the agreement the payments go direct to the fire companies and an amendment to the host agreement would be needed to have the payments go through the Township.  Zimmerman and Aungst said because of the budget the payments should go through the Township, but it could be eliminated from the budget.  Aungst said it is still part of our agreement so we should be notified when they send the checks.
PUBLIC COMMENT   
· Joan Schwer asked if the dehumidifier will be bought from Thompson and Zimmerman said yes for approximately $1,500.
· Bernie Kulkaski asked if the hold ups for the Roberts Road project are the Moen agreement and DEP approval.  Zimmerman said yes.  Aungst said if he didn’t hear from them by Monday, he had another person to call.  Zimmerman said he talked to Frank Zukas and he is following up on the easements.  Kulkaski asked about the speed limit ordinance adopted last month and who is supposed to enforce it.  Zimmerman said the only township ordinance the state police enforce is the speed limit, because it is under the Motor Vehicle Code.
· Bonnie Brown said there will be a clean-up day at the Recreation Area on April 18th.
· Aungst gave papers to the Board regarding a central Schuylkill County Council of Government.  Aungst said he thinks the Council of Government is a good idea and the Board should look into joining a Council of Government.
· Ferguson said the Joint Treatment Authority Financial Report for 2008 is here for review.
· Zimmerman said a letter should be sent to Matt Brandt acknowledging receipt of what his engineer submitted on the flood plain elevations.
ADJOURNMENT - At 10:05 PM Lehman moved to adjourn the meeting, Wise seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 5 to 0. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Ferguson, Secretary / Treasurer 
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