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PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS                         

175 OAK GROVE ROAD, PINE GROVE, PA  17963              
MAY 12, 2010 MEETING MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER - Chairwoman Diane Tobin called the May 12, 2010 meeting to order with the Pledge 
of Allegiance at 7 PM.  Attending were Vice-Chairwoman Judith Lehman and Supervisor Jeffery 
Zimmerman. Zoning Officer Dan Bode was absent. Also present were Solicitor Gino DiNicola, 
Secretary/Treasurer Kathy Ferguson, Roadmaster Ralph Geist, John Wise, Richard Nickel, Donald 
Wenrich, Ronald Madison (Rettew), Joe Fegley, Allen Aungst, Sue Ritzman, and others; list on file. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS – No comments were received. 

MINUTES / FINANCIAL ITEMS 
April 14, 2010 Meeting Minutes – Zimmerman moved to approve the minutes, Lehman seconded 
the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

Treasurer’s Report – Ferguson noted corrections to the February report. The General Fund 
Expenses in February should have been recorded as $732,782.01 with an ending balance of 
$276,842.24 and the Capital Funds Receipts should have been recorded as $1,051,507.48 with an 
ending balance of $3,437,414.24.  Ferguson said a $500,000.00 inter-fund transfer from the 
General Fund to the Capital Reserve Fund was incorrectly shown on the February Financial Report 
but it did not affect the Combined Funds ending balance of $3,757,897.80 for February 2010 or 
the figures on the March 2010 report.  The April financial report was not complete for the meeting 
due to not receiving all of the bank statements. 

 DEP 2009 Host Municipal Inspector Program Grant – Ferguson noted the DEP grant amount 
of $28,329.11 was received. 

 Landfill Host Fees – Ferguson said $131,638.40 was received from the Pine Grove Landfill for 
the 2010 first quarter host fees and asked the Board to consider a motion to move the 
money to the Capital Reserve Fund.  Lehman moved to approve a transfer of the host fees 
($131,638.40) from the General Fund to the Capital Reserve Fund.  Tobin seconded the 
motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

Approval of Bills – Tobin said there is a question on the bill listed for U.S. Municipal supplies for 
signs. Tobin said the signs were purchased for the bridge we got a report on and posted there; 
now the County has told the Roadmaster the bridge belongs to them. Geist said when the County 
crew talked to him about posting the signs he showed them the engineer’s report stating we were 
liable if we didn’t post the weight limit.  They said they would take it to their supervisors and told 
him maybe we should put in a request to the county for reimbursement for the signs. Zimmerman 
said it was discussed at the emergency services meeting and the concern is the bridge is not 
adequate for the emergency equipment going across it.  The Board agreed they need to pay the 
bill and contact the county about it. 

Ferguson said in addition to the bills listed there is a fee of $100.00 due to Light-Heigel for the UCC 
permit for the roofing project. Zimmerman said he has a call in to Dale Sebastian and it may be 
possible to have that fee waived. 

Tobin said we also have the invoice from Frantz Construction for the Recreation Area bathroom 
which was discussed last month and the final payment to L & K Construction for the bathroom.  
Zimmerman asked if we invoiced Frantz for the guide rails.  Ferguson said no, she didn’t know if he 
got the guide rails and if they wanted to invoice him with a letter since we do not have invoices.  
Zimmerman said we need to send him a letter of invoice for guide rails (which he has received) in  
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MAY 12, 2010 MEETING MINUTES, pg 2 

Approval of Bills, cont. 

the same amount we pay him.  Tobin asked how we know how many pieces or the poundage he 
received.  Zimmerman said we do not know that, Geist kept back what he thought we might be 
able to use.  Tobin said what we were giving Frantz was to be based on weight for the same 
amount.  Zimmerman said there was never anything said about weight for the same amount, it 
was based on him getting materials for the same amount.  Zimmerman will write the invoice letter 
to Frantz. 

Tobin moved to approve the bills totaling $17,199.38 for payment, along with the $100.00 permit 
fee to Light-Heigel if required.  Zimmerman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion 
carried 3 to 0.   

PERSONS TO BE HEARD  
John Wise spoke on behalf of his sister Barbara Wise about a business in a residential area that is 
creating too much noise and asked about noise ordinances in the Township.  Tobin said there are 
references to noise in the zoning ordinance and his sister should submit a written complaint for 
the Zoning Officer to research.  

Richard Nickel said there is property at 110 Geary Wolfe Road that has been abandoned and the 
grass has not been cut since last July, his concern is about the creatures in the high grass coming 
onto his property at 106 Geary Wolfe Road.  Tobin asked him to submit a written complaint to the 
township office for action.  

  
REPORTS  

Roadmaster – Geist said a resident who is required by the County to serve ten community service 
hours has requested to serve them at the township and he has work the resident could do, not on 
the roads but cleaning signs in the shed.  Zimmerman asked if there would be any insurance issues 
and DiNicola said he didn’t see a problem with it and it would be at the Board’s discretion.  
Zimmerman moved to authorize the resident to serve ten community service hours at the 
Township as requested by the County, under the Roadmaster’s direct supervision. Lehman 
seconded the motion; all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 Road Project – The following bids were opened in public on May 12th at 12:30 PM in addition 
to a bid from Reading Site Contractors of Reading, PA which was rejected upon confirmation 
they had not attended a required pre-bid meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Tobin said the paving project includes Swopes Valley Road, Spruce Drive, Lover’s Lane and 
Pine Ridge Drive.  Tobin moved to award the bid to Pennsy Supply as the lowest successful 
bidder contingent upon review of the bid package by our PennDOT representative.  Lehman 
seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 

Committee Reports  

 Fire Company – Zimmerman said there were minutes from the meeting held last Thursday 
with the fire companies to improve emergency services for the Township.  Zimmerman said 
they plan to use a consultant at no charge to help them institute universal guidelines for 
inter-municipal and mutual aid companies.  Zimmerman said a concern that was discussed 
was the posted bridge on Spittler Road right in front of the Ravine Fire Company.   

BIDDER NAME ADDRESS TOTAL BID  

       Eastern Industries         Winfield, PA $198,536.25 

     EJB Paving       West Lawn, PA $195,299.50 

   Pennsy Supply    Hummelstown, PA $186,542.22 
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Fire Company, cont.  

Zimmerman said if the fire company wants to do emergency service, they must run over a 
posted bridge and that is a big safety concern.  Zimmerman said the other item discussed was 
a dry hydrant at Roberts Road.  Zimmerman asked if it would be something we would want 
Grand Prix to do now while they are working 

there.  Tobin said she tried several years ago to have dry hydrants put in several locations, 
but it did not go through.  Ferguson confirmed that a dry hydrant had been discussed for 
Roberts Road before the bid was advertised, but nothing was put into the documents. Tobin 
said it would involve a change order to get Grand Prix to put it in and would have to go 
through SEDCO to do it now.  Tobin said dry hydrants are needed in other areas too, maybe 
at the next meeting they could put a plan together.  Zimmerman said their next meeting is 
August 5th.  Zimmerman said he asked them to talk about considering consolidation. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION - At 7:38 PM the Board of Supervisors went into an executive session concerning 
purchase of real estate and personnel.  The meeting resumed at 8:13 PM.   

 Public Water Research Committee – Tobin said there is an addendum to the water feasibility 
study.  DiNicola said the Board should consider a motion to approve the engineering change 
order for the water feasibility study based on the information discussed during the executive 
session.  Lehman moved to approve the engineering change order for the water feasibility 
study.  Zimmerman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.   
Donald Wenrich asked what the addendum is and DiNicola said it is engineering costs for 
additional work to be performed by the engineer.  Ronald Madison (Rettew) was excused from the meeting. 

Tobin moved to authorize the engineer and the solicitor to submit a bid proposal for the 
Aldick Associates water system by the deadline of May 31st.  Zimmerman seconded the 
motion, all were in favor; motion carried 3 to 0.  Wenrich said if the Township buys the water 
system it will become a public utility and DiNicola said that is why the Township Authority is 
being updated.  Discussion followed on costs, the feasibility study and benefits to the 
township. 

 Township Authority – DiNicola said they should continue to solicit people willing to sit on the 
Board if the Township is the successful bidder.  The Board tabled the item until next month.  

 Employee Handbook – Lehman said she has nothing new and Zimmerman said he gave her 
the handbook from West Lampeter Township to review. 

 Property & Roads - Tobin said the road crew is putting signs out when they are mowing and 
it helps slow the traffic.  Tobin said if there is no objection, she would like to link Facebook to 
our website so notices are accessible.  The board had no objections. 

Zimmerman said the fire companies requested a poster size map of Township roads for use in 
their emergency vehicles.  Zimmerman said the map appears to be on a pdf file they got from 
the County.  Zimmerman said they may be able to get them from PennDOT and he will check. 

 Tax Collection Committee – Lehman was supposed to attend the by-laws committee meeting 
according to an email from Robert Christ.  Lehman said she will remain on the by-laws 
committee because Christ had some objections to being on the committee, she will follow up.  

Engineers Report / Planning Commission Report – The Board of Supervisors reviewed the 
Geraldine Freeman Annexation plan.  Zimmerman moved to approve the plan, Lehman seconded 
the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

Landfill Inspector – No comments were received by the Board. 

Recreation Board – Tobin said the engineer from CadWorx did the final inspection in the 
Recreation Area bathroom on the work done by L & K Construction and he has approved the final 
payment. Tobin said a one year warranty for the paint on the inside of the facility was received 
and a warranty was received for the roof.  Tobin said the Board of Supervisors met with the 
Recreation Board at their meeting (duly advertised) to review items.   
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Recreation Board, cont. 

Joe Fegley said he submitted estimates for the bathroom parking lot, the sub-grading and the 
stone.  Discussion followed on the handicap accessible requirements in order to get the occupancy 
permit and the quotes that Fegley submitted to the Board.  Lehman asked if they had contacted 
Matt Brandt and Fegley said he called him but had not heard from him.  Lehman said Brandt had 
said he would do the grading for free, the road crew would bring the stone in and Brandt would 
spread it, the road crew would roll it.  Tobin said Brandt should have submitted something saying 
he would do it.  Further discussion was held on the requirements of the grading, materials and the 
quotes received.  Lehman asked if they are not considering Brandt and Zimmerman said they have 
nothing in writing.  Lehman said it doesn’t need to be, he said he can bring the bulldozer 
tomorrow.  After more discussion, Lehman telephoned Brandt from the meeting room and asked 
him if he is willing to provide his services for excavation at the playground.  Tobin talked with 
Brandt and confirmed that he is willing to do the grading at no charge with the Township 
providing the materials and that he will meet with Fegley about what needs to be done.   
Zimmerman moved to have Matt Brandt (at no cost to Township) do the final grading, spreading 
the stone and compacting of material to meet UCC approval for final occupancy of the Recreation 
Area bathroom.  Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

Fegley said there was vandalism at the gazebo and he filed a police report, also there is a problem 
with children climbing on the fence which is a liability issue.  Zimmerman said the rules need to be 
posted and the Recreation Board needs to formally put the rules on paper, bring them to the 
Board of Supervisors, so the Township can purchase signs.    

Fegley provided a bid from Stevens Fence for the playground.   Zimmerman moved to approve the 
proposal from Stevens Fence to repair the chain link fence and put in a double gate to drive 
through at $480.00.  Tobin seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

Tobin said she has a proposal for a sign for the Recreation Area that is required by DCNR. 
Zimmerman moved to accept the quote of $165.00 from Vision Sign, Lehman seconded the 
motion; all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

An application was received from Marvin Weber II to fill the vacancy on the Recreation Board.  
Tobin moved to appoint Marvin Weber II to the Recreation Board for the term ending January 
2014.  Zimmerman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

Tobin discussed sending a letter to the person who is driving through the Recreation Area from 
their property to access Long Stretch Road.  The Board agreed a letter should be sent and Tobin 
will compose the letter. 

Zoning Hearing Board – Ferguson said two hearings are on the agenda for May 27th and Larry 
Mann has requested a leave of absence until December 2010.  The vacancy on the Zoning Hearing 
Board was briefly discussed. 

Zoning Officer – Tobin said the Zoning Officer (not present) approved 10 permits and complaints 
were addressed.   
   

OLD BUSINESS 

Revised Permit Fee Schedule – The Board reviewed the amended fee schedule.  Ferguson 
recommended the Board increase the fee for Zoning Hearing Board applications for special 
exceptions and variances to $500.00 and other Zoning Hearing Board appeals to $650.00.  
Ferguson also recommended charging the initial fee a second time if the hearing was continued.  
DiNicola asked the Board to consider Ferguson’s recommendations and get a report in six months 
to see if it is covering the costs.  Tobin moved to adopt Resolution #2010-03 amending the 
Township permit fee schedule including Ferguson’s recommendations.  Lehman seconded the 
motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

At 9:15 PM Solicitor DiNicola was excused from the meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS, cont. 
Records Room – Lehman gave the Board a quote from Matt Brandt and discussion was held on 
closing off the double doors to the outside.  The Board reviewed the quote. Lehman asked why the 
voting rooms downstairs were not painted. Tobin said the only thing the Board wanted to do was 
the minimal work in case there were water issues.  Zimmerman said it was not part of the estimate. 
Zimmerman said he has talked to someone about re-doing the masonry on the exterior of the 
building from near the air conditioning units all the way around the back, using commercial material. 
Zimmerman said the person is interested in doing it but he was waiting to see what they were going 
to do with the doors; he thinks they should keep the double doors.  Lehman moved to approve the 
proposal #489 from Superior 3 at $2,100.00 to fireproof the records room and keep the double 
doors.  Zimmerman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  Ferguson said 
there some old cots and other items from the Civil Defense in the room and the Emergency 
Management Director is interested in using some of the items.  Zimmerman said he will talk to him 
about taking those items out of the room.  Tobin said the Civil Defense is no more and Emergency 
Management would be the closest agency to use the items. 

Telephones – Ferguson said the cost of new phones from Norstar is $150 each.  Tobin moved to 
purchase two phones from Norstar at $150 each, Lehman seconded the motion; all were in favor 
and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 

NEW BUSINESS  
 Donations – The board agreed to table the requests received to date until the June meeting. 

Spring Cleanup - The Landfill will hold their Spring Cleanup on Saturday, May 22nd at the Landfill 
from 8 AM to 12 Noon for Pine Grove Township and Pine Grove Borough residents. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  
Pine Grove Borough Request to Re-route Manufactured Homes – Lehman said she was at a 
meeting with the Borough and they will not be using the Township roads. 
Pine Grove Borough Request for Parade Route – Tobin moved to approve the request from the 
Borough to use Township roads during the parade on May 31st, 2010.  Zimmerman seconded the 
motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  
Bridge Report on Spittler Road over Swatara Creek – Tobin said it was addressed earlier that this 
is the County’s bridge and we need to follow up with requesting reimbursement for the signs. 
Susquehanna River Basin Commission - The Commission has requested to use the Township 
room for a meeting on June 16th from 6 to 8 PM to hold a public meeting regarding the local 
watersheds.  Tobin moved to approve the request, Zimmerman seconded the motion, all were in 
favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  Lehman volunteered to open and close the facilities. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Larry Hoffman asked if there was an error in the Zoning Ordinance how would it be handled.  
Tobin said if you are going to amend the Zoning Ordinance, you must follow procedures of having 
a public meeting, public comment, advertising and approval of the Board.  Tobin said if it is a typo, 
it is different.  Hoffman asked if he would disagree with the Zoning Officer’s decision, what would 
be his next step.  Tobin said if the Zoning Officer denies a permit, you can take it to the Zoning 
Hearing Board.  Hoffman asked what he could do if he disagreed with Light-Heigel about 
something.  Tobin said that is the UCC and he would apply to the UCC Appeals Board. Zimmerman 
said that is if you feel Light-Heigel is interpreting the code or applying it wrongly. 
Hoffman said when they bartered for the work at the Recreation Area; he was at that meeting and 
they were considering poundage.  Hoffman said seven cents a pound was discussed and without 
knowing the weight either he (Frantz) or the Township made out.  Hoffman said he thinks they 
should be more careful. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT, cont. 
 

Allen Aungst discussed the details of the work Brandt was going to do in the parking lot for the 
Recreation Area bathroom and confirmed the handicapped parking spaces and the path to the 
bathroom were going to be done. 
Sue Ritzman asked what information must be given to the neighbors for zoning hearings.  Tobin 
said a notice must be posted.  Ritzman said a notice is posted at the restaurant, but it is a piece of 
paper.  Ferguson said the previous Zoning Officer posted a sign larger than the one currently being 
used.  Tobin said it is posted according to the ordinance and Ferguson noted the hearings are 
advertised in the newspaper.  Tobin said there are requirements that must be followed for zoning 
hearings.  
Joe Fegley asked if there is a possibility of paving the Recreation Area parking lot this year and the 
Board said no.  Tobin said it would have to go out for bid and would probably get a better price if 
we waited until next year and put it with the road projects.  Discussion followed on needing to re-
grade the lot if you wait until next year, the costs of waiting until next year and cost of advertising.  
Allen Aungst encouraged the Board to pave the parking lot this year because of the price of oil this 
year, etc.  Tobin said she is all for getting the whole park finished, but to put it out for bids will 
take several months for the process to be finished and the occupancy permit to be obtained.  
Tobin said she does not have any objection to putting it out for bid and the advertising 
requirements were discussed.  Zimmerman said they are probably only talking about $200 worth 
of re-grading away what was done and he thinks it would be best for Brandt to get the work done 
so it could be opened.  Discussion continued on paving the parking lot, the walking trail, writing up 
bid specifications, etc.  The Board agreed Fegley should prepare bid specifications for the next 
meeting. 
Kathy Ferguson noted she is on restricted hours, 4 to 5 hours per day for the next two weeks.  

 

ADJOURNMENT – At 10:04 PM Lehman moved to adjourn the meeting, Zimmerman seconded the 
motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kathy Ferguson, Secretary / Treasurer  
 
 
Approved by the Board of Supervisors on June 9, 2010. 


