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PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS                         
175 OAK GROVE ROAD, PINE GROVE, PA  17963              

OCTOBER 14, 2009 MEETING MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER - Chairman Larry Zimmerman called the October 14, 2009 meeting to order with the 
Pledge of Allegiance at 7 PM.  Attending were Vice-Chairwoman Diane Tobin and Judith Lehman.* 
Supervisors Allen Aungst, Jerry Wise and Roadmaster Ralph Geist were absent.  Also present were 
Solicitor Gino DiNicola, Secretary/Treasurer Kathy Ferguson, Matt Williard (Light-Heigel), Marty 
Sowers (Light-Heigel), Donald Wenrich, Teri Knopf, Joan Schwer, Terry Ritzman, Sue Ritzman and 
others; list on file. 

*Note - The Township has a five member Board of Supervisors.  When only three of the five members                  
are present, all motions must be approved unanimously by the three board members in order to carry.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS – No comments were received. 
 
 

MINUTES / FINANCIAL ITEMS 

 September 9, 2009 Meeting Minutes 

 October  1, 2009 Special Meeting Minutes  
Tobin moved to approve both meeting minutes, Lehman seconded the motion, all were in 
favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 Treasurer’s Report, September 2009 – The September General Fund beginning balance was 
$372,248.60 September receipts were $82,952.75 and September expenses were $36,444.44.  
The General Fund September ending balance was $418,756.91 and the Combined Funds 
ending balance was $4,045,839.18. Lehman moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Tobin 
seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 Approval of Bills – Ferguson added two items to the list of bills for approval.  Ferguson said 
the 2009 State Aid allocation ($8,765.66) for the pension plan was received and payment for 
that needs to go to PMRS.  Ferguson said the 2009 Volunteer Fire Relief Association allocation 
($24,522.76) was received and needs to be split equally between Ravine and Suedburg Fire 
Companies.  Tobin moved to approve the bills (with the two additions) totaling $275,891.65 
for payment, Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.   

 Funds Transfer – Ferguson asked the Board to approve a transfer of $224,046.79 from Liquid 
Fuels Fund to the General Fund for the 2009 Road Paving Project which was included in the 
Bills for Approval.  Zimmerman moved to approve the transfer of the funds for the road 
project, Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  
 

PERSONS TO BE HEARD 

 Matt Williard from Light-Heigel presented the 2010 SEO fee schedule stating there are no 
changes from last year’s fees.  Williard also asked the Board of Supervisors to approve a 
waiver for a property at 323 Oak Grove Road where there is a malfunction with the on-lot 
septic system.  Williard said the new system meets all the state requirements, but due to the 
lay of the land it only has 87 feet from the well to the septic system instead of the required 
100 feet.  Zimmerman asked Williard if he as an engineer sees any problem with granting the 
waiver. Williard said no, the soil is suitable for the waiver.  The possibility of future public 
sewer connection in that area was briefly discussed. Zimmerman moved to grant a waiver of 
the isolation distance for the property at 323 Oak Grove Road.  Lehman seconded the motion, 
all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  
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PERSONS TO BE HEARD, cont. 

 Marty Sowers from Light-Heigel presented the 2010 UCC fee schedule stating the only 
changes are that decks now require two inspections with a fee of $125.  Zimmerman asked 
Sowers to check with Supervisor Aungst on the UCC appeals board, follow up and see that it 
gets done. 

 Donald Wenrich read a statement (copy on file) regarding a notice he received from the Joint 
Treatment Authority (JTA) about connecting to the sewer line.  Wenrich gave copies of the 
sewer agreement to the Board.  Discussion followed on the gravity flow system with Wenrich 
stating the JTA has not given the type of system the agreement is for.  Wenrich said the JTA 
wants the Board to cite him for non-compliance when they are not complying with the 
ordinance or agreement.  Wenrich asked what the Board is willing to do about the notice he 
received. Wenrich said he is not against hooking up, but he doesn’t want to pump 2,000 feet 
when the pumps aren’t equipped to do that. DiNicola said a note could be made in the 
minutes that he raised this mechanical and legal issue and the Board can communicate his 
concerns to the Authority, the concerns should be addressed by the JTA.   Wenrich said he has 
been speaking to them for over a year.  Discussion followed on the sewage system.  Wenrich 
said the JTA wants the Board to enforce the ordinance.  DiNicola said the JTA placed the 
Township on notice they are taking this action, they may start action at the end of the 90 day 
deadline; it is up to the JTA to decide on how to proceed.  DiNicola said the JTA could ask a 
judge for an injunction etc., but things like this do not happen overnight.  More discussion 
followed about other residents involved, the truck stop reimbursement, the JTA responsibility 
for the pumps, etc.  DiNicola asked Tobin if the JTA has investigated the issue Wenrich has 
raised.  Tobin said yes, the plant supervisor, the engineer and one of the board members in 
conjunction with the manufacturers have looked at it but have not given a final 
determination.  After more discussion, Zimmerman said Wenrich has legitimate concerns and 
he will go with Wenrich to the next Authority meeting.   Wenrich asked Zimmerman for a copy 
of the tape of this meeting. Zimmerman said it is not public information.  Wenrich said it is 
since the new law went into effect.  Zimmerman said he strongly disagrees, but would let it up 
to Gino.  DiNicola said he would take it under consideration.    

 

REPORTS 

 Roadmaster – Roadmaster was not present and no comments were received. 

 Zoning Officer – There was no Zoning Officer’s report and Zimmerman said he would contact 
Dave Horst at Benesch and let him know the Board would like a monthly report. 

Teri Knopf requested a refund ($254) of fees for the permits she was required to obtain.  
Knopf said her permit expired in April and when she went to get an extension Clint had 
resigned; the engineer said she had to pay the fees because he had to issue her a new permit.  
Knopf said she spoke with to Mr. Koontz and he said she should have been able to extend her 
permit for two six-month periods without charge.  Lehman asked when she applied for the 
extension and Knopf said at the end of August and apparently Koontz didn’t get to approve 
the extension given his resignation, so it went to the engineer.  Knopf said she is asking for a 
refund because she should have been granted two six-month extensions.  Lehman clarified the 
permit extension was requested after the permit had expired and Knopf agreed.  Lehman 
asked if the house was underway at that point and Knopf said no, but it is underway now 
because of getting the new permit.  Tobin said Knopf asked for it in August and Knopf said yes.  
Lehman asked why she didn’t apply for the extension in April and Knopf said she didn’t realize 
there would be a penalty and thought extensions would be granted.  More discussion of the 
situation followed. Lehman said it would set a precedent to return her fees and DiNicola said it 
is a legitimate concern.  Zimmerman moved to allow Knopf two extensions until April 7, 2010.  
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Zoning Officer, cont. 

Lehman seconded the motion.   Zimmerman said that would mean giving her money back. 
Lehman withdrew her second of the motion.  Zimmerman said if they extend the first one that 
would mean giving her money back because she doesn’t need the second permit.  Ferguson 
asked Zimmerman to restate his motion.  Tobin and Lehman said he needs to have that 
included in his motion.   Tobin said we don’t extend a permit; that is the Zoning Officer’s job.   
Tobin said the question is will she get her money back.  Zimmerman amended his motion and 
said his motion is to give Knopf her money back.  Tobin asked if she received a new permit or 
an extension.  Knopf said she received a new permit, but wants to go back to the old permit.  
Ferguson said Light-Heigel is working under the new permit.  Tobin asked Knopf if she made 
changes to the new permit application and Knopf said she made the size of the house smaller.  
Zimmerman said that changes everything, now she can only ask for money back for the zoning 
permit.   Zimmerman moved to refund the zoning permit fee of $100.  Knopf said that would 
be the original permit.  Ferguson said the existing permit Knopf is working under (the new 
zoning and building permit she paid for) has been issued with expiration dates on, the original 
permit is closed.  Ferguson said she has to use the new permit, Zimmerman agreed.  Tobin 
seconded the motion to refund the zoning permit fee of $100 based on the Zoning Officer’s 
untimely resignation.  Zimmerman and Tobin voted in favor of the motion, Lehman opposed 
the motion, motion did not carry.*  Lehman said she opposed the motion because she does 
not want to set a precedent.  Zimmerman said Knopf can come back next month because the 
motion was not defeated; two board members are not present. 

REPORTS, cont. 

 Engineers Report / Planning Commission Report - The Board reviewed the Christian Lengel 
Lot #1 & #2 Plan.  Zimmerman moved to approve the plan, Tobin seconded the motion, all 
were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  The Board reviewed the David M. Schaeffer Parcel 
“A” to “M” final Boundary Line Adjustment plan.  Tobin said the Joint Treatment Authority 
easement should be shown on all of the deeds.  Zimmerman moved to approve the plan with 
the sewer easement showing on all the deeds.  Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor 
and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 

 Landfill Inspector – Zimmerman said for public information the capping should be complete in 
another month on one section. 

 Recreation Board – Zimmerman said no minutes were received and the restrooms are 
proceeding; the block work is out of the ground.  Tobin noted the resignation of Aimmee 
Reiter from the Recreation Board.  Zimmerman said there are now two openings on the 
Recreation Board.   
 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Brookside Road Ordinance Amendment – DiNicola said the ordinance was advertised to 
restrict truck traffic on Roberts Road.  Lehman moved to adopt the ordinance amendment, 
Tobin seconded the motion.  Lehman and Tobin voted in favor of the motion, Zimmerman 
opposed the motion.  Motion did not carry*.  This item will be addressed again at the 
November meeting. 

 Flood Plain Ordinance – Zimmerman moved to adopt the proposed flood plain ordinance, 
Lehman seconded the motion.  Zimmerman and Lehman voted in favor of the motion, Tobin 
opposed the motion saying it needs to be advertised.  Motion did not carry*.  Tobin moved to 
have the solicitor review the proposed ordinance and advertise if it is acceptable.  Zimmerman 
seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

 EIT Tax Collection Committee (TCC) – Ferguson said Township primary delegate Frances 
Heinbach resigned.  Lehman said she would like to recommend Robert Crist; he is present 
tonight and willing to be the delegate.  Lehman moved to appoint Robert Crist as the 
Township TCC delegate.  Tobin seconded the motion.   Lehman and Tobin voted in favor of the 
motion, Zimmerman opposed the motion, motion did not carry.*   Zimmerman said he 
thought Lehman was going to bring the names to Monday night’s meeting and she wasn’t 
there.  Lehman said she was at the TCC meeting.  Zimmerman said he didn’t ask her where she 
was, but said she didn’t let the names here.  Zimmerman said it isn’t fair to the other two 
supervisors who aren’t aware of this gentleman and don’t have a chance to talk to him; this is 
the only reason he opposed the motion.  Tobin asked when the next TCC meeting is and 
Lehman said November 16th.  Zimmerman said that will be after our next Board meeting. 

Lehman said she was at the TCC meeting where they elected officers, had a presentation on 
Act 32, appointed legal counsel, formed by-law and budget committees and held discussions.  
Lehman said everything must be in place by January.  Lehman said she is on the by-laws 
committee which will be meeting Monday.  

 Revised Zoning Ordinances – DiNicola said the draft zoning ordinances went to the County 
Planning Commission and the Township Planning Commission needs to hold a meeting on it.  
DiNicola said the Planning Commission could review it at their meeting on November 4th and if 
it were approved, they could make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors for 
adoption.  DiNicola said the Board of Supervisors could hold a public hearing prior to their 
meeting on November 11th and consider it for adoption at their December meeting.   
Zimmerman moved to advertise a public hearing on the proposed zoning ordinances for 
November 11, 2009 at 6:30 PM.  Tobin seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion 
carried 3 to 0.  

 Swatara Village Request – Ferguson said she received an email from the Zoning Officer asking 
her to forward their request to the Board.  Ferguson said the Swatara Village Home Owner’s 
Association would like the Zoning Officer to attend their meeting to answer questions about 
permit requirements etc.  Ferguson said the Zoning Officer wants the Board to decide if they 
want him to attend the meeting with the fees involved.  Tobin asked what his rate is and 
Ferguson said the last bill received showed a rate of $87 per hour.  Zimmerman asked for an 
opinion and Tobin said maybe they should wait until the other two Board members are back 
so it is fair.  Lehman agreed and said it should be tabled.  Item was tabled. 

 Computer Repair – Ferguson said she had emailed the Board about the computer that was 
purchased from Washington Township (who had gotten it when Koontz was pursuing the 
codes enforcement) and it was briefly in the Township Office.  Ferguson said the computer 
needs repairs and new parts cannot be purchased, but a refurbished part can be bought for 
$130.  Ferguson said to keep in mind we have already spent over $750 on the computer and it 
does not have any extra ports to use.  Ferguson said she asked the Board in the email what 
they want to do with the computer.  Lehman said it was obsolete when we bought it.  Tobin 
said to scrap the computer; it won’t support the new software.  Lehman agreed.  Tobin moved 
to destroy and dispose of the computer after all Township information is removed.  Lehman 
seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 Trick of Treat Night – Tobin moved to make it the same date as Pine Grove Borough, 
Zimmerman seconded the motion; all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  
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CORRESPONDENCE 

 Pine Grove Borough Request for Parade Detour – Zimmerman moved to approve the Pine 
Grove Borough’s request to use Township roads as detour routes during the parade on 
October 17, 2009. Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.    
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Terry Ritzman asked Tobin if the Authority has investigated the pumps and if they are 
defective will they reimburse for the pumps.  Tobin said they have been in contact with people 
outside of the Authority and the Authority Board members have to make the decision. 

 Sue Ritzman asked what the stakes with the pink ribbon are for along Rt. 443.  Tobin said the 
Joint Treatment Authority is surveying for the sewer. 

 Joan Schwer questioned if the money for the pension was split between the employees.  
Ferguson said no, it is the State Aid annual allocation (reimbursement) to fund the costs of the 
pension plan.  Schwer said it goes into the General Account then.  Ferguson said it is deposited 
in the General Fund but is paid right out to the administrator of the Township pension plan 
which is PMRS.  Schwer said then it goes into the individual pension accounts.  Ferguson said 
no, what goes into the individual pension accounts is the money deducted from our 
paychecks.  

 2010 Proposed Budget – Zimmerman moved to advertise the budget available for public 
review and adoption at the December 9, 2009 meeting. Lehman noted the TCC said money 
should be budgeted for the collection of the EIT tax.  Discussion followed on the issue.  
Lehman seconded the motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 

ADJOURNMENT – At 8:55 PM Zimmerman moved to adjourn the meeting, Tobin seconded the 
motion, all were in favor and motion carried 3 to 0.  

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kathy Ferguson, Secretary / Treasurer  


